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Synopsis

The tsunami that tore through Southern Asia on December 26, 2004, killed more than 200,000
people. Thousands are still missing and millions more lost their homes. Though the numbers defy
comprehension, this book presents a clear and vivid picture of what happened on that day and the

response, both immediate and long-term, to this catastrophe. (20020201)
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Customer Reviews

Grade 5-8a “Although several recent books on tsunamis include coverage of the December 2004
Indian Ocean disaster, this entire book focuses on it. Stewart includes accounts of the event itself
and images of destruction, following up with the causes of tsunamis, inadequate warning systems,
dealing with the casualties, continuing risks for survivors, response efforts, and rebuilding of the
stricken areas. The book’s real strength comes in its level of detail, as the author goes well beyond
the obvious in exploring issues lacking or glossed over in most other accounts. For example, she
discusses the need for special religious accommodations to allow for mass burials and cremations
necessary for dealing with the number of dead and follows that with the effect on survivors’ need to
say good-bye to their loved ones through funerals and other ceremonies. Stewart also includes
information on many survivors’ psychological problems, such as fear of ghosts; the reasons for

indigenous people’s and animals’ success in escaping the tsunami; the role of tourists in reporting



the event immediately; and the effects of civil war in Sri Lanka and Indonesia on relief efforts.
Compelling writing is enhanced with clear, informative, and often dramatic black-and-white photos.
Well documented and indexed, this title is the best of the recent crop of tsunami books.a “Jeffrey A.
French, Willoughby-Eastlake Public Library, Willowick, OH Copyright A© Reed Business

Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

"This book is certainly up-to-date, and presents in unbiased, well-reasoned discussion of the
subject. There are copious notes and an equally list of books and other sources consulted, as well
as contact information on organizations mentioned in the text." -- School Library Journal (October
2001) (School Library Journal 20010401)"Informative, forthright overview...attempts to be as
objective as possible." -- Booklist (Febraury 2002) (Booklist 20010301)"Better than average, due to
its organization, approach, and illustrations. The author takes a straightforward, informative
approach, uncluttered by the authentic first-person narratives that frequently mark such books.
Suggestions for further reading and help are appended." -- School Library Journal (April 2001)
(School Library Journal 20010301)"In succinct prose and a forthright style, Strada gives teens an
overview...Effortlessly blending personal comments with information...Although most of the
testimonials are from older teens and adults, the simple language and tame black-and-white
photographs seem to target a younger YA readership. Very simple charts may be useful to
middle-graders...the book puts forward some interesting occasionally alarming data...Whether for
younger or older readers, this in an unsensationalized, easy-to-understand overview that makes the
core issues clear." -- Booklist (March 2001) (Booklist )"A book that looks at tough questions
regarding cause and effect...Information is drawn from a wide, reputable assortment of sources, and
from the representation of sides of the issues is fair...black-and-white photos, graphs, and cartoons

are scattered throughout." --School Library Journal (March 2001) (School Library Journal )

The Tsunami of 2004 changed the lives of many. This book recounts what occurred during that time
in history. Included are MANY photos where you see how personal this disaster became and the

countless lives that are forever changed by it.

This book is good source of recent info and pictures of 26/12/2004 tsunami. The book made me live
the events as close as it possible.
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